African Studies
You will have the choice to study Africa as a
continent, its individual regions or its individual
countries, exploring a wide range of topics,
including literature and art, politics, economic
developments and technological innovations.
African history from zero to the very recent
past takes a central place within the curriculum,
allowing you to study how, for instance, slavery
still impacts Africa and its inhabitants today.

Curriculum African S

Year 1
Curriculum African
Studies

Year 1
Semester 1

●
Swahili or Berber 1

●
Introduction
Languages and
Cultures of Africa

●
Swahili or Berber 1

Semester 1

Curriculum
African
Studies
The
structure
of the
bachelor’s programme
●
Africa History
and Anthropology
1: Research in
Contemporary
Africa

●
African History
and Antropology
1: Living History,
Sources and
Heritage of African
History.

Swa

Semester 1

Year 1

●
Introduction African
Languages and
Linguistics

Semester 2

Swa

●
Swahili or Berber 2

Semester 2



Africa is home to around 1.5 billion inhabitants
in 54 countries, with a wide range of cultures and
languages. As a continent it plays an increasingly
important role in the global arena, with a major
impact on issues such as climate change, economy
and international relations. In the African Studies
bachelor’s programme you will gain in-depth
knowledge about Africa, from an internal
perspective, with a critical eye for the external
often euro-centric approaches of ‘Africa’.

●
Swahili or Berber 2

●
Africa History and
Anthropology 1:
Africa from Zero to
Now

●
Communication in
Africa

●
Oral Literature:
Research in Living
Traditions

●
Choose:
Introduction
Literary Studies or
Introduction Religion
Studies

●
African Literature:
Conflict and
Dialogue

●
Word and Meaning

●
Philosophy o
Science

Semester 1

Year 2

●
Philosophy of
Science

Semester 1

●
Swahili or Berber 3



Semester 2



Year 2

Year 2
●
Choose:
Africa History andSemester
Anthropology
2
2
Phonology 1
Speech Sounds of the World
Oral and Written Literature in Africa

Year 3

Year 3

●
Semester in Africa (a.o. Second Language)

Semester 1



Semester 2



●
Swahili or Berber 3



Semester 1

Semester 2
●
Philosophy of
Science

Year 3
Semester 1

●
Oral and Written
Literature in Africa

●
Choose:
Tutorial Linguistic Fieldwork
Africa History and Anthropology 3

Semester 2

●
Anthropological
Linguistics

●
Thesis

●
Semester 2
Elective Credits (Internship, Study Abroad, Minor)

● Core Courses
●
● Language Acquisition
Elective Credits (Internship, Study Abroad,
Minor) abroad
● Semester
1

● Curricular Electives

1
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●
Corenote:
Courses
● programme
Elective Credits
Please
the African Studies
is subject to change. Final information can be found on  bachelors.universiteitleiden.nl/africanstudies
● Language Acquisition
● Linguistics
● Semester abroad
● History
● Curricular Electives
● Literature

Semester 1

●
Oral and Writt
Literature in Afr

●
Oral and Written
Literature in Africa
Semester 2

●
Cho
Tutorial●Lingui
Anthropologic
Africa
History and
Linguistics

●
Anthropological
Linguistics
● Core Courses
● Language Acquisition
● Semester abroad
● Curricular Electives
● Elective Credits
● Linguistics
● History
● Literature

●
●
●
●

●
The
Elective C
Linguistic
History
Literature

Location: Leiden

3
2022
15
15
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Language plays an important role in the
programme. Studying Africa through a linguistic
lens will reveal important aspects of past and
present developments. Moreover, it will also
tell you a lot about social inequalities. In this
programme, you will have the opportunity to learn
either Swahili or Berber. Swahili is one of the main
languages of Eastern Africa. Berber, spoken in
Northern Africa, is a language that is linked with
many African diaspora-communities across the
world. As such it plays an important part in the
African Diaspora component of the programme.
As you cannot become an expert on Africa without
ever having visited the continent, a stay in an
African country is part of our programme. Our
graduates find that this programme is the perfect
preparation for a further academic career or for
entering the job market.

Why African Studies?
• Leiden is the only place in Europe where you

•

•

•

•

can follow an English-language BA programme
on African Studies.
In this programme, you will learn Berber or
Swahili. As part of the language acquisition
courses, in your second year you will stay an
entire semester in an African country of your
choice.
The programme’s four pillars, African
Languages, African History/Histories, African
Developments, and African Diaspora, allows
you to study Africa in-depth.
You will gain not only expert knowledge about
Africa, but you will also develop valuable skills,
including digital academic skills.
You will be able to tailor the programme
according to your interests, focusing on your

disciplinary choice, a particular theme,
Africa as a continent or a particular region or
country.
• We have a close connection with the
renowned African Study Centre, which has
the largest library on Africa-related topics in
Europe.

Cutting-edge research
African Studies is taught by internationally
renowned lecturers who belong to the top of
their field. Their teaching is closely linked to
their research projects, which means that as
a student, you will be in touch with the latest
developments in this discipline.
Some examples of interesting research projects:
• Radicalisation in the Sahel countries (Prof.
Dr. Mirjam de Bruijn)
• African history, including oral history and
slave songs (Dr. Anne Marieke van der Wal)
• Berber street language in the Netherlands
(Dr. Khalid Mourigh)

Your future career
Upon graduating, you will not only possess
valuable knowledge on Africa, but you will also
have gained professional and personal skills
that are sought after by employers.
You can work, for instance, in:
• Journalism
• Media
• Museums
• Tourism
• Policy adviser in the public sector


'I chose to study African
Studies in Leiden because I
am passionate about Africa.
It is the place to be there
are so many ideas, exciting
developments, so much
creativity and entrepreneurship.
Much of this is just not
acknowledged outside of
the continent. I have learned
a lot about various cultures
and ethnicities within African
countries, which has helped me
to adapt my communication
skills to various situations.
This kind of knowledge has
proved to be very useful in my
professional work environment,
as well as in daily life.'
Lisette Meulman
Graduate
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Arts, Media and Society
Expression through art can tell us a lot about
how people at different moments and places have
understood and still understand the world. In our
rapidly changing society we increasingly depend
on a wide range of media to produce, disseminate,
and communicate our creativity. As an Englishtaught track of the Art History programme, Arts,
Media and Society is a BA programme in its
own right. In this programme, you will explore
contemporary art in many of its manifestations,
including the visual arts, video art, installation art,
bio-art, games and digital media art. All of these
will be placed in the broader context of the global
history of art. Our current society is dealing
with many challenges such as global warming,
globalisation and inequality. As a student of this
programme, you will study how contemporary

art comments on and contributes to the debates
concerning these issues in interaction with the
media. During your studies you will gain in-depth
knowledge about:
• the latest developments in contemporary arts;
• developments in modern-day media forms;
• the related cultural roles of the arts and media
in contemporary society.
As the programme progresses, several of its courses
will combine theoretical knowledge with practice.
You will analyse artistic and activist strategies
and public manifestations, such as street art,
designing an art exhibition and participating in
practice-based research. Additionally, there will be
interesting field trips and excursions to participate
in.

BA Art history: Arts, M
BA Art
history:
BA Art history:
Arts,
MediaArts,
& SocM
Year 1
Year 1

Year 1

Freshman’s
class1
Semester

Semester 2

Academic
skills/ 2
Semester
writing

The
structure
theMedia
bachelor’s
programme
BA Art
history: of
Arts,
& Society
Curriculum
How the World
Makes art

Art in the West1800

Modern and
Contemporary Visual
Art after 1800

Big Media

Semester 2

Academic Skills
II: The Academic
Research Paper

Modern and Contemporary Architecture
and Design

Curating Cultures

Cultural
Representation
and Signifying
Practices

Cinema and
Photography:
Theory



Freshman’s class

Year 2

Year 2
Year 2

Arts in Society

Cinema and
Photography:
Semester 1
Methodology

Academic skills/
Academic
skills/
writing
History
of design
and
writing
domestic
culture,
1500-present

H
H
Art

Histo
Histo
dom
Cura
dom
1
1

Museums, cultural heritage
Semester 1
Museums,
cultural heritage
Museums,
cultural1heritage
and collections
Semester



Semester 1

Semester 2



Year 1

Freshman’s class
Freshman’s
class
How
the World
makes art

Semester 1

Semester 1

Year 2
Artivism

World Art Studies

Choice from
approved list of
electives

Seminar in your
specialisation

Artists’ writings

TV Series

Seminar in your
specialisation



Museums, Cultural Heritage and Collections



Semester 1

Semester 2

Philosophy
of Science

AMS on Site: Curating the City

Philosophy
AM
AM
ofonScience
AMSPhilosophy
site: Practices and
of Science

Semester 2

Philosophy
Semester 2
of Science

Semester 2

Year 3
Year 3

Year 3

Semester 1

Framing
AMS Case
Semester
1
Studies

Framing AMS Case
S
Framing
AMS
Case Style OR
S
Studies
Seminar:
Sensing
Studies OR Virtual E
Landscape



Semester 1

Semester 1

Semester 2
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Semester 2
Semester 2Thesis

Semester 2

Year 3
Framing AMS Case
Studies

Thesis

● Core courses
● Elective related to Arts, Media and Society
● Excursion

Seminar in your specialisation

The Cultural Field in
Practice

Thesis
Thesis
The C

Discretionary space (study abroad, internship, minor)

● Core courses
● Elective
Core courses
related to Arts, Media and Society
● Core courses
Elective
related
to Arts, Media and Society
Discretionary space (study abroad, internship, minor)
● Excursion
● Elective related to Arts,
Media and
Society
Excursion
● Discretionary
space
● Excursion
Discretionary space
● Discretionary space ● Thesis
● Thesis
● Thesis

6

Location: Leiden

3
2017
25
50
20
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Why study Arts, Media and Society in
Leiden?

• The programme offers you the opportunity
to examine a wide range of art forms: from
traditional artistic media to lens-based media
Media & and
Society
Curriculum
digital media.
• This programme is unique in the Netherlands,
connecting developments in the arts with
developments in science and technology.
Big Media
Modern and
How the World
Art in the Westbe part of ancontemporary
international
art classroom
makes art • You will1800
and photography
with students from all over the world.

ory of design and Curating cultures
Representation
Arts, Media and Society is delivered by
mestic culture,
1500-present

Cinema and

(Finland) Mike Thompson (UK), Susana
Cámara Leret (ES), Jennifer Willet (Canada),
Adam Zaretsky (US), Anna Dumitriu (UK) and
Špela Petric (Slovenia).

Studying abroad
In the first semester of your third year, you can
choose to study abroad, follow elective courses,
take a minor or complete an internship. Leiden
Arts in society
University has partnerships with over 600
universities around the world.
Cinema and

Leiden
career
Photography: Your future
Photography:
Theory
Analysis
University’s Centre for the Arts in Society which
• Curator
or programme developer for
has close connections with local and international
museums, festivals, media labs or other
museums, archives and art academies, including:
cultural institutions
• Museums
• (Art) journalist or columnist for newspapers
• Media labs such as Mediametic and De Waag in
and magazines
and collections
Artivism
Choice from
Seminar in your
World Art Studies
Amsterdam
media editor or publisher
approved list of• (Online)
specialisation
• Galleries and institutes such as Het Nieuweelectives • Policy adviser or consultant for governmental
Instituut Rotterdam, Fact Gallery, Liverpool and
and non-governmental organisations
MS on site: Practices
and Approaches
Film and TV • Organiser
Seminar inof
your
Artist’s Writings
Galerie
Kapelica in Ljubljana
educational or public
Series: From
specialisation
• Online art projects
Fantomas to Mr engagement activities for the education
Robot
• Amsterdam Art Fair
sector, non-governmental organisations or
• RKD: Netherlands Institute for Art History
companies
• V2: interdisciplinary centre for art and media
• Art researcher
technology
• Cultural entrepreneur, setting up your own
service or institution in the field of art and
Renowned artists
culture
Seminar: Sensing Style OR Museum
Discretionary space (study abroad, internship, minor)
Landscape OR
Virtual
Exhibition
The
Arts,
Media and Society staff have a
large national and international network of
Compulsory matching
contemporary
and ininternationally-recognised
Itinternship,
is important
The Cultural Field
Discretionary space (study abroad,
minor)to us that you are sure this is the
Practice
artists who
will be regularly invited to lecture on
right programme for you. To this end, you will
their practice and state of the arts today, or to
therefore follow an online matching procedure
develop projects together with our students.
that compares your expectations and skills

y

Some examples: Dutch artists Floris Kaayk and
Arne Hendriks, international artists Kaisu Koski


'I visited the Open Day
in Leiden and within the
first five minutes of the
presentation, I knew this was
the right programme for me. It
combined all of my interests:
arts (with a focus on modern
art), a bit of politics and
societal issues. We get very
hands-on experiences: we go
to museums or have meetings
with artists.'
Zofia van der Kroft
Senior student

with the content of the programme. It results
in a non-binding advice as to whether the
programme is a good fit for you.
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Dutch Studies
give you an overview of Dutch literature in the
past as well as the present. You will also study
the influence of Dutch literature on society.
4. History and Politics: During these classes you
will examine Dutch history from a modern
perspective, exploring questions such as: How
is it possible that the Netherlands' first king
was a Frenchman? And a connection between
Netherlands' founding father Willem of Oranje
and today's populist politician Geert Wilders.
5. Art History: You will focus on understanding the
phenomenon and impact of famous artists, such
as Rembrandt van Rijn and Vincent van Gogh.
What is it that makes their work so recognisable?
In which way does their work reflect the period in
which they lived?

The
structure
ofCurriculum
the bachelor’s programme
BA Dutch
Studies
Semester 1

●
Language Acquisition

Semester 2

●
Language Acquisition

From the diary of
From the diaryFrom
of the diary of
Semester 1
Laura Pereira,
Laura Pereira,
Laura
Pereira,
●
●
●
first-year
student
Dutch Debates
Dutch Painting
Culture and Society
first-year
student
first-year
student
Semester 2
1400 - 1950
of the Netherlands
●
Introduction Dutch
Linguistics

●
Philosophy
of science

●
Representation of
the Netherlands in
Modern Literature
and Movies

Semester 1
Semester 1

●
Language Acquisition

Lan
Lan

Semester 2
Semester 2

●
Language Acquisition

Lan
Lan



Year 1

BA Dutch Studies Curricu
BA Dutch Studies
Curriculum
BA Dutch
Studies Curricu
Year 1
Year 1
Year 1



Leiden is the only place where international
students can follow a full academic programme
in Dutch Studies. Dutch Studies offers you the
opportunity to develop specialised knowledge
of Dutch language, culture and society. The
programme consists of five different sections:
1. Language acquisition and language proficiency:
after the first term of the first year you will be able
to follow the lectures and participate in tutorials in
Dutch. At the end of your third year you will write
your bachelor’s thesis in Dutch.
2. Linguistics: You will explore questions like:
‘Why is learning a foreign language much more
difficult than learning your first language?’ ‘Does
a ‘knack for languages’ really exist?’
3. Literature: The courses on Dutch literature will

Year 2

Year 2
Year 2



Semester 1

●
Semester 1
Semester 1Language Proficiency

Year 2
●
Introduction
Second Language
Acquisition

●
Obstacles in
Learning Dutch as a
Second Language

●
Dutch History and
Politics

●
Dutch Literature
Semester 2

●
Language
Proficiency

●●
Analysis
Prose / Poetry

●
Core Curriculum,
depending on
specialisation

●
History of the
Language

●
Dutch History and
Politics

●
Dutch Literature

Year 3

●
● ●●
Language
Analysis
Profi
ciency
Language
Prose
/ Poetry
Profi
ciency

Aca

Year 3
Year 3

Semester 1

●1
Semester
Academic 1Writing
Semester

●
Academic
● Writing
Academic Writing

Semester 2

●2
Semester
In-depth module
Semester
2

●
In-depth
●module
Electives module
or an internship
In-depth



Semester 2

●2
Semester
Language
Semester
2
Proficiency



●
Language Proficiency



Semester 1

●
Language●
Profic
Writic
Language Profi

Year 3
Semester 1

Semester 2

●
Academic Writing

●
In-depth module
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● Language acquisition and language proficiency
● Culture and history
● Linguistics

●
Electives

●
Electives or an internship with an organisation or company

●
In-depth module

●
In-depth module

●
BA thesis

●
●
●
●

● Language acquisition and language proficiency
Language acquisition and
language
profi
ciency and language proficiency
● Culture
and
history
Language
acquisition
Culture and history ● Linguistics
Culture and history
Linguistics
● Electives
Linguistics
Electives
● Electives

Location: Leiden

3
1986
21
100
18
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Why study Dutch Studies in Leiden?
• You will rapidly develop your proficiency in the
Dutch language. From the second term onwards,
all courses will be taught in Dutch. This
language acquisition component is embedded
in a broad, interdisciplinary programme, which
will familiarise you with many aspects of Dutch
history, culture and society.
• Since we are a small department, you may
expect intensive, personal guidance from your
first year right up to graduation.
• Leiden is the the international centre for Dutch
Studies. Our lecturers give guest lectures at
Dutch language departments all over the world,
from Jakarta to Wroclaw.

classes, combined with other classes such as
Dutch Painting 1400 - 1950 from the first
year. Students starting at this level of the
programme, can obtain the bachelor’s degree
in Dutch Studies within two years.

One-year-programme

Maybe you are interested in Dutch, while
you do not want to spend three years on the
bachelor’s programme of Dutch Studies. If so,
it is possible to take Dutch Studies for a period
of one year. At the end of the first year you
will be awarded a transcript and a so-called
ulum
‘propaedeuse’, a first-year diploma, if you
complete all the first-year courses successfully.
●
●
● It is good to know that with the ‘propaedeuse’
nguage Acquisition
Dutch Debates
Dutch Painting 1400 - 1950
Starting at 3 different levels
of Dutch Studies you get access to almost all
Our programme is suitable●for students with
Leiden's
bachelor’s programmes in Dutch.
●
●
●
nguage Acquisition
Language Analysis
Philosophy
Dutch Society
no previous knowledge
of Dutch, while students
of Science
represented in
Movies
with elementary and students with advanced
Your
future career
knowledge of Dutch are also welcome. Your level
Where do Leiden’s graduates of Dutch Studies
of proficiency will be tested in the week prior to
work?
the first semester. We offer 3 starting levels:
• In education and teaching Dutch in their
●
●
●
●
• Programme
I-A History of the
home
countries
ciency
Writing Vocabulary
Dutch History and
Dutch
Literature
Politics
This programme is theLanguage
same as the regular
first
• In multinational companies, (both in the
year of the 3-year programme and is suitable for
Netherlands and in their home countries)
●●
●
●
absolute●beginners.
• At●embassies or in government (as policy
Analysis
Academic Skills
Linguistics
Dutch History and
Dutch Literature
Prose / Poetry • Programme I-B
Politics
staff or consular assistants)
This programme is for students with an
• In the academic world (as a researcher)
elementary knowledge of Dutch. The
• In the private sector as freelance translators
programme is a combination of first- and
and journalists
● only be offered if
second-year courses. It will
Electives
there are enough participants.
• Programme II
●
●
If yourwith
Dutch
is of anoradvanced
level, you can BA thesis
Electives or an internship
an organisation
company
join the second-year language acquisition


‘This programme exceeds
my expectations. I could not
imagine before starting that I
would follow classes only in
Dutch after the first semester.
I literally knew five words
before I came here. It’s really
cool to be able to understand
Dutch after a few months. We
have to do a lot of exercises
together. It’s really helpful: the
best way to learn a language
is to talk. The programme is a
good balance between writing,
language acquisition, speaking
and listening at the one hand,
and culture at the other.’
Laura Pereira
First-year student
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English Language
and Culture
English is a true world language. In this programme,
you will obtain an excellent command of English,
while studying the culture and literature of Englishspeaking countries. In addition, you will be able to
explore the linguistic aspects of the language.

advanced near-native level. At the same time,
you will familiarise yourself with the literature of
English-speaking countries, including Great Britain,
Ireland, the United States, Canada, and various
African, Asian and Caribbean nations. You will
also study Old and Middle English texts, which
will bring you right on the doorstep of the Middle
Ages. Additionally, you will explore the language
itself from various theoretical and pragmatic
perspectives, including the relation between
language changes and societal changes over the ages.

The BA programme in English Language and
Culture has a uniquely broad scope. It covers
English in all its varieties, from the earliest
beginning in the Middle Ages to the present
day. As a student of English in Leiden, you will
learn to speak, read and write the language at an

The
of of
thethe
programme
Thestructure
structure
bachelor’s programme

Year 1
Semester 1

●
Introduction to Literary Studies in English
(10 EC)

●
The Classical and
Christian Legacies
in Literatures in
English

●
Introduction to
Middle English
Language and
Literature

●
The Phonetics of
English

●
The Spoken Word

●
English Literature,
ca. 1550-1700

●
Introduction to Old English Language and
Literature (10 EC)

●
The Syntax of English (10 EC)

●
Grammar in Writing

●
18th Century
American
or
British Literature

●
History of the
English Language

●
The Syntax of
English: Present and
Past

●
Introduction to
Linguistics

●
Language and
Linguistics: Tools and
Methods

●
Public Speaking in
Theory and Practice

●
19th Century
American or British
Literature

●
Medieval English
or Early Modern
English

●
The Phonology of
English

●
Philosophy of
Science

●
English-language
Popular Culture



Semester 2

●
From Scratch to
Print

Year 2
Semester 1



Semester 2

Year 3
Semester 1

Semester 2
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●
●
●
●
●

●
Theories and Research Methods in
Applied Linguistics

●
Specialisation in Linguistics, Literature or
Philology

●
Internship en study abroad

●
Dimensions of
Composition and
Text Analysis

●
BA thesis

●
Minor/electives

Language Acquisition (language skills)
Linguistics
Philology
Literature
Mandatory lectures

●
●
●
●

Standard curriculum
Minor/electives
Specialisation
BA thesis

● Language Acquisition
(language skills)
● Linguistics
● Philology
● Literature
● Mandatory lectures
● Standard curriculum
● Minor/electives
● Specialisation
● BA thesis

Location: Leiden

3
2018
8
130
24
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Specialisms

Studying abroad

Over the course of the programme, you will
study the following areas: language, literature,
linguistics and philology. Within these four
areas, the programme offers courses on more
specialised topics, such as Anglo-Saxon studies,
Renaissance literature, Gothic and horror
literature, translation studies, the analysis of
metaphors in language use, and historical
sociolinguistics.

A stay in an English-speaking country is a
unique experience. It will give you an even better
command of the English language and every
opportunity to immerse yourself in the culture. As
a result of Brexit, opportunities to study in the UK
for the moment are limited, but we have excellent
connections with universities in e.g. Ireland, the
United States and Canada.

Why study English in Leiden?

After obtaining your diploma, you will
find yourself in demand on the job market
for positions in education, government, or
publishing. Graduates of the English Language
and Culture programme typically find jobs with
organisations such as:
• International accounting and tax consultants,
PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC)
• Koninklijke Bibliotheek Nederland (the
Netherlands Royal Library)
• Lemniscaat Publishing
• the American School of the Hague

• You will develop a near-native command of
the English language and learn to think and
write about all possible aspects of language at a
high academic level.
• If you want to know more about Old and
Middle English, then Leiden is the place to be.
• You will be taught by enthusiastic and
accessible lecturers who enjoy international
reputations as scientists in their respective
fields.
• English Language and Culture is an
internationally oriented, ambitious and, above
all, enjoyable programme.

Internship options
An internship is an ideal way to find out what
really interests you, as well as an excellent
way of finding out out whether the kind of
job that appeals to you will also suit you. An
internship will offer you work experience,
additional skills and valuable network contacts.
Companies where our students have done
internships typically include publishers and
translation agencies, both inside and outside the
Netherlands.

Your future career

Compulsory matching
It is important to us that you are sure English
Language and Culture is the right programme
for you. To this end, you will therefore follow an
online matching procedure that compares your
expectations and skills with the content of the
programme. It results in a non-binding advice as
to whether the programme is a good fit for you.


‘Next year I’ll be studying in
Manchester. I’ve been selected
for the Harting programme,
which means I’ll be giving
Dutch lessons, as well as
following several literature
lectures. I love literature: the
more you know about the
history of a language, the more
common ground you identify
in its literature. I also enjoy
teaching at an academic level
and it allows me to acquire
experience as a workgroup
teacher. And, of course, a stay
in England is an excellent
way to further improve your
language skills and experience
the culture.’
Jitse Brouwer
Senior student
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International Studies
Globalisation is shaping the world we live in. In
this programme, you will have the opportunity to
study one of eight world regions within the context
of global challenges and changes. You will gain the
ability to place regional developments in a global
perspective, through studying four main disciplines:
culture, history, politics and economics. At the same
time, you will learn a key language of your chosen
region and acquire skills that will prove to be
highly valuable for your future career. Regions and
languages you can choose:
• Africa: Arabic, French, Portuguese, Swahili
• East Asia: Japanese, Korean, Mandarin Chinese
• Europe: Dutch, German, French, Portuguese,
Spanish
• Latin America: Portuguese, Spanish

•
•
•
•

Middle East: Arabic, Modern Hebrew, Persian
North America: French, Spanish
Russia and Eurasia: Russian
South Asia and Southeast Asia: Hindi, Indonesian

A broad introductory semester opens the
programme, familiarising you with theories and
methodologies of the four disciplines and helping
you to make an informed choice for your region of
specialisation. From the second semester onwards
you will develop your knowledge of the area of
your choice and begin to learn a new language.
The intersection of core disciplines, area study and
foreign language training thoroughly prepares
you to broaden your vision on the effects of
globalisation on your chosen region.

The Curriculum

Year 1

Year 1

●
Principles of
Economics

●
Sociolinguistics

●
Cultural Studies

●
Global History

●
Academic Reading
& Writing

●
Introduction to
International
Studies

Semester 2

●
Foundations of
Political Economy

●
Politics

●
Area Culture &
Language

●
Area History

●
Foreign Language 1

●
Area Economics

●
Area Politics

●
Cultural Interaction
●
Communicating
across cultures

●
Research Methods

●
Foreign Language 2

●
Global Political
Economy

●
International
Relations

●
Philosophy of
Science

Semester 2

●
Foundations of
Political Economy

●
Socioling

●
Polit

Year 2
Semester 1

●
Area Economics

●
Area Po

●
Global Political
Economy

●
Internat
Relati



Semester 1

●
Principles of
Economics



TheCurriculum
structure of the bachelor’s programme
The

Semester 1

Semester 1

Year 3
●
Thematic seminar

●
Foreign Language 3

Year 3

●
Elective Credits (Internship, Study Abroad, Minor)

Semester 1

Semester 2
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●
●
●
●
●

Research Skills
Economy
Culture
Politics
History

Semester 1

Semester 2



Semester 2

Semester 2



Year 2

●
Practising International Studies

●
Thesis (including seminar)

●
Language
in Practice

●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Research Skills
Economy
Culture
Politics
History
Language related to Region
Elective

●
Practising International Stud

Location: The Hague

3
2012
50
500
15



year programme, 180 ECTS
English-taught programme established
nationalities
largest lecture size
maximum tutorial size

 bachelors.universiteitleiden.nl/international-studies

Why study International Studies in
The Hague?
• A unique combination of area studies
placed in The Hague, home of international
organisations.
• An English-taught programme in an
international environment with over
50 nationalities.
• Learn one of the major languages of the region
in which you specialise.
• Combine theoretical knowledge with practical
experience in working with organisations and
businesses.

Teaching methods
The tutorials are one of the most important
components of the BA International Studies. In
small groups of 12 to 15 participants, students
put into practice what they learn in the lectures,
under the guidance of a group of young
international tutors. Tutorials are interactive,
lively and dynamic!

Electives
In the first semester of your third year you can
choose either to study abroad, take a minor,
follow selected courses, or complete an internship.
Leiden University has partnerships with over 600
universities abroad. This gives you the option to
study almost anywhere in the world.

Hands-on experience
This programme offers a unique combination
of theory and practice. In your third year, we
offer you a unique opportunity to apply the

knowledge and skills you have acquired to a
set of practical challenges. In this year, you will
take the exciting 12-week consultancy course
Practising International Studies (PRINS). In
a team with fellow students you will work on
finding solutions to real-life issues put forward
by leading organisations, such as Unilever,
UNESCO, UN Women, Starbucks, Philips, the
European Space Agency and the Dutch Ministry
of Foreign Affairs.

Your future career
The majority of graduates choose to do a
master’s programme directly after their
bachelor’s. About ten percent of graduates
found a job directly after their graduation and
about one-third decided to take a gap year.
International Studies grants access to a large
variety of master’s programmes ranging from
political science, history, development studies,
area studies to management studies.
Our alumni can be found all over the world
holding various positions. For example, as a
policy adviser at an NGO in Brussels, a business
analyst at a bank in Spain or a junior consultant
at a firm in Germany. Other examples include
positions at UNICEF, the Dutch Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Dutch Parliament and NGO's
worldwide.

Find out more about the careers
of our alumni at:


bit.ly/Alumni-Dreams


‘I was searching for a
bachelor’s programme that
looks across borders in
terms of politics, history
and economics, but to my
surprise International Studies
goes much further than that.
The programme gives me a
wide range of possibilities
to deepen my understanding
of numerous subjects. I am
being introduced to the world
of politics and international
relations, and I will have the
opportunity to specialise in a
specific area or global subject.’
Maria Barroso Raimundo
First-year student

45

Linguistics
Do you ever wonder how children acquire their
native language? How did a language like English
develop over the centuries? And how and why
do language differ from one another? Linguistics
has the answer to those questions. In this exciting

programme you get to explore all aspects of
languages. You will compare languages, study
languages that are almost extinct and learn about
language rules and structure.

BA Curriculum Linguistics

BA Curriculum
Linguistics
The
structure
of the bachelor’s programme
Year
Year 1
1
Semester 1
Semester 1

●
●
Languages of the
Languages of the
World
World

●
●
Sociolinguistics
Sociolinguistics

●
●
Phonology 1
Phonology 1

●
●
Language and
Language and
culture of the
culture of the
Indo-Europeans
Indo-Europeans

●
●
Speech Sounds of
Speech Sounds of
the World
the World

●
●
Language and
Language and
Communication
Communication

●
●
Preparatory course
Preparatory course

●
●
Preparatory course
Preparatory course

Entire semester, no credits: Academic Skills
Entire semester, no credits: Academic Skills
Semester 2
Semester 2

●
●
Historical
Historical
Linguistics
Linguistics

●
●
Morphology
Morphology

●
●
Syntax 1
Syntax 1

●
●
Language use in
Language use in
the world
the world

Entire semester, no credits: Academic Skills
Entire semester, no credits: Academic Skills

Language
Language &
& Cognition
Cognition
●
●
Semantics 1
Semantics 1

●
●
Introduction to
Introduction to
Methods and
Methods and
Statistics
Statistics

●
●
Neurolinguistics
Neurolinguistics

●
●
Phonology 2
Phonology 2

●
●
Syntax 2
Syntax 2

●
●
Analysis and
Analysis and
Synthesis of Speech
Synthesis of Speech

●
●
Experimental
Experimental
Methods 1: Design
Methods 1: Design
& Techniques
& Techniques

●
●
Semantics 2
Semantics 2

●
●
Processing Syntax
Processing Syntax
and Semantics
and Semantics

●
●
Inferential Statistics
Inferential Statistics
for the Language
for the Language
Sciences
Sciences

●
●
Philosophy of
Philosophy of
Science
Science

●
●
Elective
Elective

Year
Year 3
3

●
●
Experimenal
Experimenal
Methods 2:
Methods 2:
Practicals & Projects
Practicals & Projects

●
●
Seminar Form and
Seminar Form and
Meaning
Meaning

●
●
Language
Language
Acquisition or
Acquisition or
internship
internship

Semester 2
Semester 2

●
●
Seminar Sound and
Seminar Sound and
Sound Structure
Sound Structure

Year
Year 2
2

Semester 1
Semester 1

Semester 2
Semester 2

Semester 1
Semester 1

●
●
Minor/Electives
Minor/Electives

●
●
Thesis
Thesis

●
●
Minor/Electives
Minor/Electives

Descriptive Linguistics
Descriptive Linguistics
Year 2
Year 2
Semester 1
Semester 1
Semester 2
Semester 2

Year 3
Year
3
Semester 1
Semester 1
10
10

Semester 2
Semester 2

●
●
Descriptive
Descriptive1
linguistics
linguistics 1

●
Language●typology
Language typology

●
●
Description
of
of
aDescription
Non-western
a
Non-western
Language: Berber
Language: Berber

●
●
Descriptive
Descriptive2
linguistics
linguistics 2

●
●
Antropological
Antropological
linguistics
linguistics

●
●
Introduction
to
Introduction
to
the
study of Sign
the
study of and
Sign
Languages
Languages
and
Gesture
Gesture

●
Seminar●
Linguistic
Seminar
Linguistic
Fieldwork
Fieldwork

●
●
Language
Language
Documentation
Documentation

●
● nonDescription
Description
nonwestern language:
westernLeti
language:
Leti

●
Seminar●
Linguistic
Seminar
Linguistic
Fieldwork
Fieldwork

●
●
Electives
Electives

●
● and
Language
Language
and
prehistory
prehistory

●
●
Philosophy
of
Philosophy
Science of
Science

●
●
Elective
Elective

●
●
Minor/Electives
Minor/Electives

●
●
Thesis
Thesis

●
●
Minor/Electives
Minor/Electives

Comparative Indo-European Linguistics
Comparative Indo-European Linguistics
Year 2
Year
2
Semester 1

●
●
Indo-European
Indo-European
Phonology
Phonology

●
●
Hittite
Hittite

●
Anatolian●Historical
Anatolian
Historical
Grammar
Grammar

●
Ancient ●
Greek for
Ancient
Greek
Linguists
1 for
Linguists 1

●
●
Indo-European
noun
Indo-European noun

●
●
Vedic Sanskrit
Vedic Sanskrit

Semester 2
Semester 2

●
●
Indo-European
Verb
Indo-European Verb

●
● and
Language
Language
and
prehistory
prehistory

●
● Vedic
Reading
Reading
TextsVedic
1
Texts 1

●
Ancient ●
Greek for
Ancient
Greek
Linguists
2 for
Linguists 2

●
●
Philosophy
of
Philosophy
Science of
Science

●
●
Elective
Elective

Year 3
Year
3
Semester 1

●
Historical●Grammar
Historical
Grammar
of Greek
1
of Greek 1

●
Historical●Grammar
Historical
Grammar
of Sanskrit
of Sanskrit

●
●in IndoReadings
ReadingsLinguistics
in IndoEuropean
European Linguistics

Semester 2
Semester 2

●
●
Elective
Elective

Semester 1

Semester 1
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●
●
●
●
●

Core courses
Core courses
Specific
course per specialisation (in year one)
Specific course per specialisation (in year one)
Minor/Electives/Thesis

●
●
Thesis
Thesis

●
●
Minor/Electives
Minor/Electives
●
●
Minor/Electives
Minor/Electives

● Core courses
● Specific course per specialisation
(in year one)
● Minor/Electives/Thesis
● Specific specialisation course
(from year two onwards)

Location: Leiden

3
2018
33
50
20



year programme, 180 ECTS
English-taught programme established
nationalities
largest lecture size
maximum tutorial size

 bachelors.universiteitleiden.nl/linguistics

Linguistics differs from academic language
programmes. As a Linguistics student, you delve
deeply into language structure, sounds and syntaxis.
We offer specialisations where you will learn one
or more new languages. This language acquisition’s
main purpose is to enable you to analyse their
structure and to compare various languages with
one another. As a Linguistics graduate, you will be
possess knowledge of the many aspects of language.

Comparative Indo-European Linguistics
Languages such as Sandskrit and Latin originate
from the ancient Indo-European language,
as do Dutch, English and Russian. We try to
reconstruct the language of the Indo-Europeans
by learning and comparing many languages.
As the hunt for Indo-European is by no
means complete, you can make an important
contribution to this academic reconstruction.

Why study Linguistics in Leiden?

Study or internship abroad

• A linguistics qualification from top-ranking
Leiden University is respected by organisations
worldwide.
• Over 65 languages are studied at Leiden
University: whether you want to compare
languages or find out something about a
specific language, you can always find
a specialist in Leiden.

Interested in studying linguistics abroad?
Or would you like to follow a course with a
particular (international) specialist? You can
do part of your studies abroad, and it is also
possible to do an internship in the Netherlands
or abroad.

3 English-taught specialisations:
Descriptive Linguistics
Of the roughly six thousand languages in the
world, only about five hundred have been
documented to a reasonable extent. Therefore
there are thousands of languages waiting for an
eager linguist to discover, study and document
their structures, possibly saving them from
oblivion. This specialisation focuses on describing
known and nearly forgotten languages.
Language and Cognition
We look at language models that try to explain
how language is represented in the brain. This
specialisation touches on research fields such as
psychology, neuroscience and computer science.
What characterises Language and Cognition
at Leiden is the focus on the interface between
formal and experimental linguistics.

Your future career
Linguistics graduates are attractive to a wide
range of employers. Our alumni have gone on to
such positions as researcher, consultant, policy
officer, editor communications adviser. Others
work in public relations, copywriting or education. Our graduates have, for example, found jobs
at academic institutions such as Leiden University and The Netherlands Organisation for
Scientific Research (NWO), but also at commercial businesses such as Unilever and McKinsey
& Company management consulting.

Compulsory matching
It is important to us that you are sure this is the
right programme for you. To this end, you will
therefore follow an online matching procedure
that compares your expectations and skills
with the content of the programme. It results
in a non-binding advice as to whether the
programme is a good fit for you.


‘I’ve chosen the Language and
Cognition specialisation. The
neurolinguistics course, for
instance, is about the physical
relationship between language
and the human brain. If someone
is no longer able to speak or
understand language after an
accident or stroke, you then see
how important the language
region of the brain is. Or take
something as commonplace as
dyslexia: that too is fascinating.
But something that might
fascinate academics can
permanently affect people’s
lives. Big advances still need to
be made. The interface between
health care and academia is
definitely an area where I see
myself working later.’
Suk Sum Tsang
Senior student
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Philosophy:
Global and Comparative
Perspectives

Global and comparative
Your lecturers and supervisors are internationally
recognised scholars from a wide range of
philosophical disciplines. The programme stands
out through its focus on philosophies from around
the world, using comparisons and interaction. You
will explore these disciplines:
• analytical philosophy

The
structureofof
bachelor’s programme
The structure
thethe
programme
Year 1
Semester 1

●
World Philosophies:
Greek and Roman
Antiquity

●
World Philosophies:
Modern Europe

●
World Philosophies:
China

●
Logic

●
World Philosophies:
Middle East

●
World Philosophies:
India

●
Epistemology

●
World Philosophies:
Africa

●
Ethics

●
Comparative
Philosophy I:
Classical Readings

●
Philosophy of
Science

●
Language and
Thought

●
Concepts of
Selfhood



●
Advanced Philosophy Seminar

●
Advanced Philosophy Seminar

Semester 2

●
Advanced Philosophy Seminar

●
Advanced Philosophy Seminar

● Mandatory courses

●
Comparative
Philosophy II: Topics

●
Discretionary space (minor, individual programme, internship)

Semester 1
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Year 2
Year 2
Semester 1
Semester
1
●

Philosophical
Skills I



●
Political Philosophy

Semester 2

Year 3

●
Philosophy of
Culture

Semester 2
Semester 2

Year 2
Semester 1

Semester 1
Semester 1

Semester 2
Semester 2



Semester 2

The structure of the p
The structureThe
of the
programme
structure
of the p
The structure The
of the
programme
structure
of the p
Year
1
Year 1
Year 1
●
Year 1
● 1
●
World●Philosophies:
Year
Semester
1
World Philosophies:
World Philosophies:
● 1
Semester
Greek
and Roman
World
Philosophies:
Semester
1
GreekAntiquity
and Roman
Antiquity

● 2
Semester
World
Philosophies:
● 2
Semester
Middle
East
World
Philosophies:
Semester
2
Middle East

 

The Philosophy programme in Leiden is one of
just a few of its kind worldwide, and is unique in
the Netherlands. It takes a global and comparative
perspective of philosophy, whereas other
programmes mostly restrict themselves to Western
philosophy rooted in Greek antiquity. Many even
narrow this down further by focusing on the type
of analytical philosophy developed during the
20th century.

Year 2
Year 2
Year● 2
Semester
1

Political
●Philosophy
Semester
1
Political
Philosophy
Semester
1

Semester 2
Semester 2
Semester 2

 

Study Philosophy

Leiden University’s approach is different. We meet
a need for inclusiveness, by allowing the world’s
traditions of thought to mutually inform and enrich
one other. In addition to Western philosophy, the
programme features philosophies from India,
eastern Asia and the Arab world. You will get to use
all the resources that philosophy has to offer!



As if actually travelling through space and time,
from China to Europe, and from antiquity to the
present day, this programme will show you how to
challenge largely unquestioned patterns of thought,
and develop new perspectives on current issues.

World
● Philosophies:
Greek
and
● Roman
Modern
Europe
Greek
and RomanW
World
Philosophies:
Antiquity
World
Philosophies:
Antiquity
Modern
Europe
Greek
and Roman
Antiquity
●
●
World●Philosophies:
World
Philosophies:
World
● Philosophies:
Middle
● East
India
Middle
East
World
Philosophies:
World
Philosophies:
India
Middle East

●
● Philosophy
●
Political
Philosophy
Political
● Philosophy
● of
Science
Philosophy
of
Political
Philosophy
Science

Discretio
Discretion

Year 3
Year 3

Year 3
Year 3
●
Advanced Ph
Year
3
Semester
1
Advanced Philosophy Seminar
Advanced Ph

Semester 2
Semester 2

●
Advanced Ph
Semester 2
Advanced
Philosophy
Seminar
Advanced Ph
●
Semester
2
Advanced
Philosophy
Seminar
Advanced Ph
Semester 2

●
Philosophical Skills II

Semester 1
Semester 1

●
Semester 1
Advanced
Advanced Ph
Semester
1 Philosophy Seminar

● Mandatory courses
● Mandatory academic
courses skills courses related
Mandatorycourses
academic skills
related
to philosophy
Mandatory
academic
skills
●● Mandatory
● courses
Discretionary
space
(can
becourses
moved related
to thi
Mandatory
courses
Discretionary
space (can
movedrelated
to
Discretionary
space
(can
becourses
moved related
to thi
●● Mandatory
academic
skills
courses
toyear)
philosophy
●be
Electives
in third
Philosophy
Mandatory
academic
skills
Electives in Philosophy
Philosophy
●● Discretionary
space (can●
be Electives
moved tointhird
year)(can be moved to thi
●
Thesis
●
Discretionary
space
●
Thesis
Thesis and Thesis Seminar
Thesis in Philosophy
● Electives in Philosophy ●
● Electives
● Thesis
● Thesis

●
● Mandatory courses
Advanced Philosophy Seminar

Location: Leiden

3
2017
14
20
20



year programme, 180 ECTS
English-taught programme established
nationalities
largest lecture size
maximum tutorial size

 bachelors.universiteitleiden.nl/philosophy

•
•
•
•
•

continental European philosophy
comparative philosophy
Arabic philosophy
East Asian philosophy (China, Japan, Korea)
Indian philosophy

Why study Philosophy in Leiden?
• The programme is unique in the Netherlands
and one of the few worldwide in featuring
traditions of thought from India, East Asia,
Europe and the Arab world.
• It offers an international academic
environment and teaching based on the long
tradition of acclaimed Leiden scholarship.
• Besides lectures, you will have tutorials for indepth discussion and skills training, as well as
mentoring by senior students and dedicated staff.

Is Philosophy for you? You match the
profile if you:
love reading and writing;
have a good command of English;
are prepared to challenge preconceived notions;
are not afraid of high levels of abstraction;
appreciate the value of diverse practices;
concepts and modes of understanding;
• want to develop your intercultural competences.
•
•
•
•
•

It’s up to you
You will be able to adapt your programme as
much as possible to suit your own interests and
ambitions. The Philosophy programme includes
a full semester of optional studies in your second
year. You could follow one of the many minor
programmes that Leiden University offers. Doing
an exchange semester at a university outside the
Netherlands will give you the opportunity to
broaden your horizons and boost your academic
knowledge and personal development. Leiden
University has agreements with many leading

universities, including those in Oxford, Beijing,
Paris, and Hawaii. Moreover, with your newly
acquired background in cross-cultural thinking
you will also get the chance to test your skills
in practice. An internship in a professional
organisation is a unique opportunity to acquire
hands-on experience and additional skills.
Besides, it can also be a source of inspiration for
your future career.

Your future career
Graduates proceed with master’s programmes
in Philosophy and other topics, at Leiden
University or other universities in the
Netherlands or abroad:
• Philosophy graduates have developed strong
academic competences, combined with
resourcefulness and a broad outlook. Your
intercultural skills will be in high demand in
a wide range of fields.
• 100% of our graduates find a job within
6 months, 100% find a job suitable for a
university graduate within 1 year after
graduation.
Our graduates have, for example, found jobs at:
• Dutch embassy in Turkey
• European ThinkTank Freedom Lab
• Red Cross
• World Wildlife Fund
• Dasym Investment Strategies

Compulsory matching
It is important to us that you are sure this is the
right programme for you. To this end, you will
therefore follow an online matching procedure
that compares your expectations and skills
with the content of the programme. It results
in a non-binding advice as to whether the
programme is a good fit for you.


‘I really like the global view
in this programme. A lot of
Western programmes still
concentrate on Western
philosophy and see the
Western view as the primary
perspective. It’s clear Leiden
doesn’t do that. All the
different, international, schools
of philosophy get attention.
It’s wonderful they do this
and it’s very useful to keep
in touch with globalisation.
Actually, I didn’t know much
about non-western philosophy
before I came here; I was the
victim of many prejudices. I
was really surprised about the
different schools of thinking.’
Lorenzo Marsili
First-year student
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South and Southeast
Asian Studies
For centuries, Leiden has been - and still is - one of the
world’s leading centers for Asian and Middle Eastern
Studies. Within the South and Southeast Asian Studies
programme you can opt to focus either on modern
society or on the classical cultures of the area. The
programme provides you with a thorough knowledge
of a fascinating and dynamic region. The emphasis lies
on India, Tibet and Indonesia, but other countries in
South and Southeast Asia, such as Pakistan, Sri Lanka
or Thailand will also be discussed.

The approach to this regional studies programme
is multidisciplinary and offers you the possibility to
acquire knowledge about the languages, religions,
art, culture, histories and current politics of the
region. You will be able to specialise in specific
countries of South and Southeast Asia. Studying
Indonesian, Hindi, Tibetan or Sanskrit will help
you extend your knowledge of the various cultures
of South and Southeast Asia.

The
structure of the bachelor’s programme
BA South and Southeast Asia Studies Curriculum
Year 1
Premodern History Histories of Modern
of South and South- South and Southeast
east Asia
Asia

Semester 2

Classical Cultures of Languages of South Nation, Community,
State, Politics and
South and Southeast and Southeast Asia:
Self: Questions of
Economy in Modern
Asia: Seminar 1
History, Context and Culture in South and South and Southeast
Southeast Asia
Structure
Asia



Semester 1

Area Studies

Religion

Language

Language

In your second year you choose to specialise in either Modern South and Southeast Asia (track A) or
Classical Cultures of South and Southeast Asia (track B)

Year 2
Relational Life in
Southern Asia

Elective track A or
track B

Elective(s) track A or track B

Language

Semester 2

Seminar 2

Philosophy of Science

Elective(s) track A or track B

Language



Semester 1

Year 3
Semester 1

Study abroad: 15 EC of major courses plus 15 EC of courses for Discretionary Space

Language

OR

Semester 2

●
●
●
●
●

50
1

Seminar 3

Elective track A or
track B

Thesis

Departmental Core Course
Faculty Core Course
Religion: Introduction to Buddhism, - Hindu Religions or - the Study of Islam
Language: Hindi, Indonesian, Sankrit or (classical) Tibetan
Core electives: courses from a limited number of courses from either track A or track B

Discretionary Space (minor, internship, elective courses)

Discretionary Space (minor, internship, elective courses)

Location: Leiden

3
2012
12
20
20



year programme, 180 ECTS
English-taught programme established
nationalities
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maximum tutorial size

 bachelors.universiteitleiden.nl/south-andsoutheast-asia

Why study South and Southeast Asian
Studies in Leiden?
• It is the only bachelor’s programme in
Europe that integrates the study of culture,
art, religion, philosophy, history, sociology,
economics and politics of South and Southeast
Asia as a single region.
• It is the only programme in the Netherlands
where you can learn Hindi, Sanskrit, Tibetan,
or Indonesian.
• The teaching in this programme is based on
cutting-edge scientific research and stands in
a long tradition of Leiden scholarship of the
region.

Study abroad
In the first half of year three, you will spend a
semester abroad. If you have chosen Hindi, you will
spend your semester in India. If Indonesian is your
language of choice, you will travel to Indonesia.
During the semester abroad you will be taking
classes at a local university there. This experience
of linguistic and cultural immersion is a signature
element of the programme and comes without
additional costs. If you have opted for Sanskrit or
Tibetan, parallel options are available. You can also
decide to study in another European country.
If for some reason you are unable to go abroad,
the programme offers you an alternative programme in Leiden.

Asian Library
The Asian Library (opened September 2017)
holds the world’s largest collection of works on
Indonesia, and also houses major collections
containing unique material on countries in South
and Southeast Asia, China, Japan and Korea. In
total, the library has more than 30 kilometres

of material available for research and teaching
on Asia, ranging from prints and books to
manuscripts, photos, maps and much more.

Your future career
In addition to continuing with a master’s in
Asian Studies at Leiden University, graduates of
South and Southeast Asian Studies are attractive
candidates for employers in many different
fields. This is largely due to our alumni’s indepth knowledge of a broad region that includes
some of the world’s fastest growing economies,
as well as to their academic skills. Our alumni
work, for example, as a researcher, consultant,
museum curator or P&O officer in the
Netherlands or in an international setting.
Organisations in the Netherlands and abroad
that employ our alumni include:
• World Education
• Political party ChristenUnie/SGP The Hague
• The Indonesia Nederland Youth Society
• The University of Melbourne
• Ahold

• Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs
• Food Innovator Bosman Van Zaal
• The Aspen Institute México


‘I am fascinated by modern
Indonesia, especially different
trends and current social
issues. My favourite course
is Modern Media in South
and Southeast Asia, because
this is about the people who
live there now and about the
current issues that the country
has to deal with. I am writing
my bachelor’s thesis on the
position of transgender in
Islam and in modern Indonesia
and after my studies, I hope
to work with a development
organisation in Indonesia.’
Priscilla Rasyid
Senior student
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Urban Studies
Do cities fascinate you? Would you like to gain
insights into the nature and origin of current
and future problems and learn more about −
and help solve − cities’ health, safety,
multicultural and sustainability issues?
In 2050, around 70% of the world population
is expected to live in urban centres, while at the
moment, cities already are home to 55%. At Urban

Studies, you will get the chance to analyse and
study some of the most urgent questions of our
time: how do cities cope in terms of increasing
traffic, pollution, waste and scarcity of materials?
How do we keep cities inclusive and just for all
the different ethnic and socio-economic groups
living there? How do we ensure that cities are safe
places for everyone? And how do we cope with
the health hazards that come with crowded cities?

The structure
of theStudies
bachelor’s programme
Curriculum
BA Urban
Year 1
Semester 1

●
Governance of
Cities and Citizens
5 EC

●
Determinants of
Human Behaviour
5 EC

●
Cultural Diversity in
Urban Contexts
5 EC

●
Urban Economics
and Planning
5 EC

●
The Material City
5 EC

●
Imagining the City
5 EC

●
Philosophy of
Science and the
City
5 EC

●
Theme The
Multicultural City
5 EC

●
Theme The Safe City
5 EC

●
Theme The Healthy
City
5 EC

●
Theme The
Sustainable City
5 EC

●
Academic Writing and Presenting
10 EC

●
Introduction to
Methodology
5 EC

●
Data Collection
Methods
5 EC

●
Thematic Elective: The Multicultural City or
The Safe City
10 EC

●
Professional
Orientation
5 EC

●
Elective:
Methodology/Skills
5 EC

●
Thematic Elective: The Healthy or The
Sustainable City
10 EC

●
Advanced
Qualitative Methods
5 EC

●
Elective:
Methodology/Skills
5 EC



Semester 2

●
Urban Studies
Foundations
5 EC

Year 2
Semester 1



Semester 2

Year 3

●
Study Abroad, Minor, Internship or Electives
30 EC

Semester 1

Semester 2
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●
Setting Up a Project
10 EC

●
Literature Seminar
5 EC

●
Thesis and Thesis Seminar
15 EC

Location: The Hague

3
2018
15
100
20



year programme, 180 ECTS
English-taught programme established
nationalities
largest lecture size
maximum tutorial size

 bachelors.universiteitleiden.nl/urbanstudies

Why study Urban Studies in
The Hague?
This bachelor’s is unique in the Netherlands,
because it is the only interdisciplinary
programme to combine humanities, social
sciences, law, science and language. Its graduates
are exactly what large cities will need to solve
their problems. The diverse and complex urban
problems faced by cities all over the world are
driving an increasing need for interdisciplinary
approaches.

Four themes
After kicking off with a broad introduction in
the first year, you will build on this in year two
by exploring our four themes:
The multicultural city
In cities, people of a wide range of backgrounds
live side by side. For instance, they may differ in
terms of ethnicity, gender, class, wealth, culture
or language. Differences can be a cause of
tension and inequality, but a multicultural city
can also be a place of cultural freedom, tolerance
and job opportunities. In this theme, you will
learn about the impact of migration, cultural
and multi-lingual diversity on urban life.
The safe city
This theme shows how cities can be both
dangerous and safe. Medellín in Colombia, for
example, once had the dubious honour of being
“the most dangerous city on earth”, yet now it is
seen as one of the most innovative and smartest.
You will learn to relate examples like Medellín to
contemporary debates about violence and crime,
covering aspects that include city governance, the
police, gangs and the rise of transnational crime.

The healthy city
In this theme you will study relevant concepts
and debates about urban well-being, welfare
and health. Important topics include health
management, urban youth and mental health
problems, how urban diversity impacts health,
the roles of welfare workers, educators and
psychologists, and how health is represented in
art and culture.
The sustainable city
In these times of climate change, cities are
facing both challenges and opportunities. In the
sustainable city theme, you will have the chance
to thoroughly investigate this. You will learn
about cities’ role in the circular economy, how
public policies can combat urban pollution and
waste, and how these factors result in cultural
and ecological changes.

Study abroad or internship
Would you like to go abroad for a semester? The
faculty of Humanities has many contacts with
renowned universities all over the world, so
there are ample opportunities for you to study
at the university of your choice. You can also
choose to do an internship abroad.

Your future career
Urban Studies gives graduates access to a wide
range of master’s programmes. A master’s is
an important step in directing and building
a career. Labour-market surveys show an
increasing demand for graduates in the field
of Urban Studies. Examples of jobs in this
field are: policy adviser urban issues at a local
government; crime specialist at a consultancy
firm, research officer sustainability at the central
government, researcher of health-related urban
issues at a university.


‘The programme was attractive
to me because I like the
orientation about the future
of cities. There are so many
things to think about when it
comes to cities, there is so much
happening in one city at the
same time. Cities are growing
and there are a lot of interesting
questions to answer. I was
pleasantly surprised about the
diversity of the courses. In the
first year we learn for example
about economics, philosophy,
sustainability and social aspects’.
Alexandra Knight
First-year student
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