Cultural Anthropology
and Development
Sociology
Do you often wonder why people are so different?
Would you love to learn first-hand why people
behave the way they do? Do you empathise with
individuals, groups and communities anywhere in
the world who cope with pressing issues?

set of ideas, values and behaviour that people
find important, which makes the work of
anthropologists indispensable for understanding
today’s gender issues, social media use, food habits,
social justice movements, labour relations, religious
expressions, etc.

Combining hands-on research with academic
training, the bachelor’s in Cultural Anthropology
and Development Sociology is a three-year
programme that provides you with insights and
skills relating to cultural and social differences.
At Leiden University, we study culture as the

This programme will challenge you to explore
different cultures by entering the mindsets of
different people. You will be stimulated to delve
deeper into areas that fascinate you, varying from
climate change to racism, and from homelessness to

Curriculum
BSc Cultural
Development Sociology
The
structure
of theAnthropology
bachelor’s and
programme

Year 1
Semester 1

●
Culture &
Globalisation

●
Diversity &
Development in
a Sociological
Perspective

●
Social Theories

●
Academic
Writing and (Re)
Presentation

●
Media Worlds

●
Ethics in
Contemporary
Ethnographic
Research

●
Academic Discourse

●
Anthropological Research in Practice

●
Statistics for
Anthropologists:
Introduction to
Quantitative
Analysis



Semester 2

●
Culture &
Comparison

Year 2
Semester 1

●
Key Issue Economy & Ecology (SuSo)

●
Key Issue States & Citizens (SuSo)

Key Issue Visual Ethnography (DAE)

Key Issue Digital Anthropology (DAE)

●
Research Preparation
Sustainable Societies
(SuSo)

●
Fieldwork NL (SuSo)
Visualising NL (DAE)

Research Preparation
Digital & Audiovisual
Ethnography (DAE)
●
Fieldwork NL (SuSo)
Visualising NL (DAE)

●
Multivariate
Analysis: from Data
to Report

●
Key Issue Diversity & Power

●
Anthropology of Sub-Saharan Africa,
Anthropology of South Asia, Anthropology
of South-East Asia, or area course of own
choice



Semester 2

Year 3
Semester 1

Semester 2

●
●
●
●
1
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●
Elective space (internship, minor, study abroad)
●
Bachelor’s Thesis (SuSo or DAE)

Cultural Anthropology and Development Sociology introductory courses
Academic and research skills
Cultural Anthropology and Development Sociology advanced courses
Elective space

●
Anthropology of Religion or Medical
Anthropology (SuSo)
Expanded Ethnography (DAE)

●
Personal and
Professional Impact
for Anthropologists

Location: Leiden

3
2019
125
16
23



year programme, 180 ECTS
English-taught programme established
largest lecture size
maximum tutorial size
nationalities

 bachelors.universiteitleiden.nl/anthropology

child labour. You’ll also commit to a personal theme,
acquiring a deep and critical view on knowledge and
expertise on a particular group of people.

Why study Cultural Anthropology and
Development Sociology in Leiden?
• You will explore current social themes
concerning diversity, digitalisation, and
sustainability;
• You will have the opportunity to conduct
fieldwork and live for a month with the people
you study;
• You can enjoy a unique training in qualitative

and quantitative research methods;
• From the second year onwards you will
specialise in Sustainable Societies or Digital
and Audiovisual Ethnography.

Diversity, digitalisation, sustainability
The programme revolves around three themes:
diversity, digitalisation, and sustainability. You will
learn how anthropologists analyse these themes
and their impact on people’s daily lives. Topics
can typically include diversity on the work floor,
international schools’ use of social media, and how
indigenous groups approach human rights.

Fieldwork
While being trained as a socially engaged young
professional with a wide range of research and
writing skills, you will be constantly stimulated
to make the right choices. At Leiden University
there is more to being an anthropologist than just
reading about people or talking to the political
elite. We have a strong tradition of teaching
the skills that will allow you to function as an
independent professional in complex situations.
As part of your fieldwork, which can vary from
how nuns experience femininity to what squatters

think of housing to the unique challenges faced
by fishermen, you will spend a month living with
the people you will be studying. The programme
also combines visual and digital methods with
your research.

International and small-scale
In keeping with anthropologists’ global outlook,
this programme is highly international. All
lectures and readings are in English, while
tutorials, workshops, fieldwork training, exams,
and written assessments are optionally in Dutch
or English. Advanced language courses in Dutch
and English are also available at the Academic
Language Centre for a small fee.

Your future career
Graduates work in the areas of policy
making, project management, consultancy,
communication and research, in both the
public and private sector. Examples include:
environmental consultant for a non-profit
organisation, diversity officer for a municipality,
and communications advisor for a commercial
company. What all these positions have in
common is that they are now filled by alumni
whose career paths were influenced by their
fascination for people, and differences
between them.

Compulsory matching
It is important to us that you are sure Cultural
Anthropology and Development Sociology
is the right programme for you. To this end,
you will therefore follow an online matching
procedure that compares your expectations
and skills with the content of the programme.
It results in a non-binding advice as to
whether the programme is a good fit for you.


‘My Digital Anthropology
course questions the myth
that new digital technology
makes the world a cleaner,
better connected and more
efficient place. We’ll focus on
concealed aspects, like how
digital transformation drives
social exclusion between and
within societies and we’ll
discuss how anthropologists
can contribute to a fairer and
more sustainable world.’
Bart Barendregt
Associate Professor
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Political Science:
International Relations
and Organisations
Are you fascinated by global affairs and the dynamics
of international cooperation and conflict? Do you
have an interest in themes such as war and peace,
poverty, refugee crises, humanitarian cooperation,
nuclear weapons reduction, globalisation,
international cooperation and diplomacy? Would you
relish the opportunity to study these subjects from a
social sciences perspective, delving into the research
methods associated with a scientific programme?
This programme combines theoretical insights with a
strong focus on current world affairs with a particular
emphasis on the role played by major powers such
as the US, China and Russia, as well as organisations

such as the EU, IMF, NATO, the UN and the World
Bank. This programme helps you learn more about
the real story behind today’s headlines and make an
impact on the world of tomorrow.

Why study International Relations and
Organisations in The Hague?
• An international classroom and environment in
The Hague: city of peace, justice and security.
• Study and work with experts in academic
research and political fields.
• An analytical approach to International Relations:
research and methodology are important
components.

Curriculum
BSc Political
Science: International
Relations and Organisations
The
structure
of the bachelor’s
programme

Year 1
Semester 1

●
Introduction to
International
Organisations

●
Actors in World
Politics/
Academic Skills:
Argumentation

5 EC

7 EC

●
Introduction to
Political Science/
Academic Skills:
Critical Review

●
Statistics 2:
Applied
Quantitative
Analysis

8 EC

5 EC

●
Introduction
Comparative
Politics/
Academic Skills:
Book Review
7 EC

●
Statistics 1:
Descriptions and
Inference
5 EC

●
Economics
for Political
Scientists

●
Academic Career Support

5 EC

●
Global History

●
Politics of the EU

●
Academic Career Support

5 EC

5 EC

●
Comparative
Analysis
of Political
Systems
5 EC

●
International
Political Economy

●
Academic Skills:
Research Design

5 EC

5 EC

●
Contemporary
Political
Philosophy
5 EC

●
Academic Skills:
Data Analysis



Semester 2

●
Introduction to
International
Relations/
Academic
Skills: Text
interpretation
8 EC

Year 2
Semester 1

●
Research Methods in Political Science

5 EC

10 EC

●
International
Law &
Human Rights
5 EC

●
International
Development

●
Global
Security

●
Rational Choice
Theory

5 EC

5 EC

5 EC

●
Academic Career
Support

●
Academic Career
Support

5 EC

* You can place the three
elements of the third year
in a different order.



Semester 2

●
Analysing
International
Relations

Year 3
Semester 1 en 2
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●
Bachelor Seminar*
10 EC

●
Bachelor Project*
20 EC

* You can place the three elements of the third year in a different order.

●
Elective Space*
30 EC

●
Academic Career
Support

Please note that the
curriculum is subject to
change without notice.

Location: The Hague

3
2017
60
450
24
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Is this the programme for you?

Electives

The bachelor’s in Political Science specialisation
International Relations and Organisations is the
right choice for you, if you are:
• Open-minded, inquisitive and critical;
• Motivated to work hard and acquire new
insights and skills;
• Aware of what is going on in the world;
• Comfortable in an international environment;
• Well-versed in the English language.

In your third year, you can broaden and deepen
your knowledge in the Elective Space. You can
choose either to study a minor, choose electives,
complete an internship or study abroad. Leiden
University has several agreements with partner
universities abroad.

Your future career

This programme is a Bachelor of Science; you will
approach international relations from a Political
Science perspective. Social scientific research
methodology is a key element of the programme.
Training in academic skills such as text analysis and
interpretation, literature review and argumentation is
offered in the first year of this programme. Research
skill development continues through the programme
culminating in your bachelor’s thesis project.

This bachelor’s programme provides the ideal
basis for continued academic education and
a professional career. Typically, students with
a bachelor’s and master’s degree in Political
Science/International Relations find jobs in
media, government departments, multinationals
or non-governmental organisations and other
international organisations. They work in
policy-making, strategic analysis, research
and education, management, consultancy,
diplomacy, administration and politics, for
example.

Teaching methods

Selection & Placement

Various methods of teaching and learning are used
throughout the bachelor’s programme. During
lectures, a lecturer provides in-depth insights
into predefined study material and you have
the opportunity to pose questions. Politicians,
diplomats, journalists and other practitioners make
regular appearances as guest speakers. In small
work groups, you can discuss and contemplate
subjects with your fellow students, guided by a
tutor. You will also be expected to write papers,
and do presentations. A third form of study is selfstudy, in which you learn about relevant subjects
either alone or with your fellow students. This can
be done at your own pace at one of the faculty’s
many workstations, in the library or at home.

The BSc in Political Science, including the
International Relations and Organisations
specialisation, is a ‘numerus fixus’ programme.
This means that there is a maximum number
of places available. Being admissible to the
programme does not guarantee placement!
Placement will be determined through a selection
procedure, which is outlined on our website.
This fixed quota ensures that we can offer the
best quality of education to our students.

Academic and research skills

Applications are submitted in Studielink.
The application deadline is 15 January 2022,
so make sure you’re on time.


‘Thorough knowledge of the
theories and insights that
explain political behaviour
enables you to understand
why Russia invaded the
Crimean Peninsula, why Brexit
happened and how the UN
tries to fight poverty. Our
programme not only teaches
you about politics but also
provides basic knowledge of
international law, history and
economy.’
Niels van Willigen
Associate Professor
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Psychology
Are you fascinated by human behaviour?
Do you always wonder what’s behind the first
impression? Are you a good communicator,
analytical and unafraid of statistics? Then
studying Psychology may be just the right
choice for you.

your study and career path. Additionally,
important skills for diagnostics, therapy and
research are developed from the start.

Keep your studies broad, or
specialise in:

The International Bachelor’s in Psychology in
Leiden is a broad study with a strong focus
on research. During your study in Leiden you
will build a sound basis for your career as a
psychologist. Your journey will introduce you
to all the different subdisciplines in Psychology
and you will have the opportunity to structure
part of your study in a way that suits you.
Intensive supervision will assist you in choosing

Applied Cognitive Psychology
Clinical Child and Adolescent Psychology
Clinical Neuropyschology
Clinical Psychology
Cognitive Neuroscience
Economic and Consumer Psychology
Health and Medical Psychology
School Psychology
Social Psychology in Organisations

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

• Methodology & Statistics in Psychology

The
structure
of the bachelor’s programme
Bachelor’s
programme
Year 1
Academic Skills
Tutorial

Introduction to
Psychology

History of
Psychology

Introduction to
Methodology and
Statistics

Personality,
Clinical, Health
Psychology

Inferential
Statistics

SEMESTER II

Academic
Skills Tutorial

Developmental
and Educational
Psychology

Social and
Organisational
Psychology

Experimental
and Correlational
Research

Biopsychology
and
Neuropsychology

Cognitive
Psychology

Psychology and
Science

SEMESTER I

Perspective on
Career Planning

Developmental
Psychopathology

Stress, Health and
Disease

Psychometrics

Group Dynamics

Psychodiagnostics

SEMESTER II

Perspective on
Career Planning

Interpersonal
Professional Skills



SEMESTER I

Year 2
Consciousness

Multivariate Data
Analysis



Electives and specialisation courses

Year 3
Specialisation

SEMESTER I

SEMESTER II

General courses
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Electives and specialisation courses

Statistics and Research courses

Bachelor’s project (thesis)

Personal and skill courses

Electives and specialisation courses

Thesis

Location: Leiden

3
2013
65
450
24
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Why study Psychology in Leiden?
• The programme brings together students and
lecturers from around the world.
• You will learn all about the latest psychological
research and gain important professional skills.
• Our lecturers are top researchers, ensuring that
you get acquainted with research right from
the start.

Study abroad
You can study abroad for a semester during your
third year. Leiden University has a large number of
partnership agreements with research universities
around the world. Psychology students have
access to more than 100 different study abroad
agreements to study a semester at a partner
university in or outside of Europe. Among the
universities at which our students have studied in
the past 3 years are:
North America: McGill University and
University of British Columbia (Canada), College of
William and Mary and University of Denver (USA)
Europe: Freie Universität Berlin, Universität Wien,
Lund Universitet, Universidad de Granada, Koç
Üniversitesi,
Asia: Chinese University of Hong Kong, Singapore
Management University
Africa: Stellenbosch University
Oceania: University of Otago, New Zealand and
University of Melbourne

Your future career
Graduates of the Psychology programme usually
carry on to complete a master’s programme
in their specialisation, and Leiden University
currently offers 14 options to continue your

studies in Psychology. After further study,
our alumni have embarked upon numerous
career options:
• Clinical psychologist in a mental health care
institution
• Scientific researcher at a university or an
applied research institute
• School psychologist in special education
• Career counsellor for professionals or
students in an organisation or an educational
institute
• Policy adviser, working for the government
• Organisational psychologist
• Marketing and communication manager

Selection & Placement
The bachelor’s programme Psychology is a
‘numerus fixus’ programme. This means that
only a limited number of places are available.
Being admissible to the programme therefore
does not guarantee placement.
By selecting qualified and motivated students,
we make sure we can offer our students the best
quality of education. A selection procedure
will determine which students best match our
programme. The selection will be based on your
GPA (average grades) and an online assessment.
During this assessment period you will be asked
to read and analyse scientific information to see
if you match our level of education. This is also
a good way to see if the programme suits you.
Applications are submitted in Studielink.
The application deadline is 15 January 2022,
so make sure you’re on time.


‘My favorite course
is Biopsychology and
Neuropsychology. I like the
fact that it is quite precise, you
take a look at the brain and
see how we think and what’s
going on in the brain. It’s
exciting that we know so much
about the brain, but there is
still a lot we don’t know. It
offers opportunities for future
researchers. I appreciate the
opportunity here in Leiden to
gain so much knowledge. After
I graduate, I want to start my
own practice as a therapist for
children and parents in need of
some psychological support.’
Sarah van Wyke
Senior student
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